The new unsym m etrically 2,2'-disubstituted stilbenes with NO2 , F, Cl, Br, OCH3 , CH3 and NH2 groups as substituents have been prepared by W it t ig or P e r k i n reactions. The compounds 1 -8 were prepared due to the studies o f fragm entation on electron impact, photochem istry and photoelectron spectroscopy. Their geometrical configuration has been established by X H NMR and IR spectra.
ratio of cis-and £rcms-isomer was established by the use of X H NMR spectra6.
The stilbenes (Table I) were prepared by P e r k i n 7 or W i t t i g reaction according to standard and to some extent modified procedures. The geometrical configuration of prepared disubstituted stilbenes (Table I) , besides by X H NMR spectra (Table II) , was confirmed by their IR spectra (characteristic "out of plane" = C-H deformation vibrations in the region of 1000-800 cm-1) 9 .
Experimental
Melting points are uncorrected. The IR spectra were taken on a Perkin-Elmer Infracord model 257 in K Br pellets. The X H NMR spectra were taken on a Varian T-60 or a Varian HA-100 spectrometer with TMS as internal standard. The low resolution mass spectra were recorded on a Varian MAT CH-7 instrument operating at 70 eV using direct insertion probe at approx. 2 0 0 °C.
General procedure
The standard procedures are exemplified below: Method W (W it t ig reaction) 2 -N itro -2 '-m e th y ls tilb e n e (3)
To the suspension of 2-methylbenzylidentriphenylphosphonium bromide* (3.95 g, 0.009 mole) in anhydrous ether, 0 .0 2 mole of phenyllithium was * All phosphonium salts are prepared in an excellent yield from the corresponding benzylhalides and triphenylphosphine according to F r i e d r i c h and H e n n i n g 11 simply b y heating equimolar amounts of components. oily product (1.3 g,  60%) crystallized on standing in refrigerator and was repeatedly recrystallized from n-heptane. Yellow crystals (0.6 g, 29%) melting at 45-47 °C were obtained. 1H NMR spectra showed that the product was a mixture of 58% cis-and 42% transisomer (Table II) .
The other derivatives presented in Table I were prepared in the same manner with slight modifica tions in isolation. The exception was the stereospecific synthesis of 2 based on method W but modified in a sense of B e r g e l so n 's observation10 that W it t ig reaction in polar solvents and in presence of Lewis bases generally tend to yield increased relative amounts of cis isomers.
-M e th y l-'-c h lo ro s tilb e n e (2)
To the vigorously stired suspension of freshly prepared sodium ethoxide12 (0.130 mole) in 300 ml of dimethylformamide (dried over molecular sieves 4 A), 2-chlorobenzylidentriphenylphosphonium chloride (27. 8 (Table II) . (Table II) .
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